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[t; Explains the concepts clearly and makes the subject matter enjoyable to learn in a way

that | could understand the majority of the time. Willing to accommodate student needs.
Quizes were not required. Required quizes have really hurt my grades in the past with
different instructors since | usually can have an inconsistent work schedule.

[l; First class with Prof. Allison, Loved the way he teaches.

[t; Fun and energetic in class, this always makes subjects easier to learn for me because |

am more engaged when the professor is exciting and fun to listen to. When he made
mistakes in class and a student pointed it out he was very gracious and thankful for the
corrections.

[t; He did more than just read the slides. | liked that he went over the quizes and test very

thoroughly. He did examples(although there were lots of mistakes throughout the course
with examples), but the ones that were correct were good. He would try to explain things a
different way if there were people that didn't understand it which | thought was helpful.

[t; He is able to tech complex subjects with such preparedness and clarity it was easier to
grasp complicated subject matter when he explained it than it was to grasp simple subject
matter taught by other teachers. If | could take every class from Professor Alison | would
feel more prepared for the job market than | do.

[?; He is very knowledgeable about the subject, is very willing to help students out, makes
himself available even with a busy schedule, and is very smart, but still able to teach.

[t; He seems genuinely interested in the success of the student and invests his own time
outside of class with students.

[t; He was always willing to help.

[l; | appreciate your quick grading and frequent updates to the grade sheet; | like knowing
how I'm doing. Your explanations are usually quite thorough.
[l; | appreciated the abundant online information and updates.

[t; Personable, respectful, helping students is his top priority.

[t; Teacher is willing to explain things as much as needed so that the class understands.
Teaches in an understanding way and it is clear he knows the course matter and is usually
prepared.

[?; The instructor has a deep understanding of the subject, and is willing to take time to
make sure that each student achieves full understanding as well.

[t; The instructor is very knowledgeable, and makes very difficult concepts easy to
understand.

[t; The thoroughness of the material covered.

[l; very knowledgeable. Made it interesting.

Suggestions

[t; Double check your double checked examples on your slides, sometimes they were
wrong :)

[l) | always like many examples when figuring out something new. | think you gave simple
examples, but neglected more involved ones. Removing unit productions was never as easy
(for me) as the slides or book made it appear. The slides only examined a simple case.
Maybe do a simple one and a hard one? ...If you did do a harder one, | probably didn't
have time to write it down because if | take notes | miss your explanation - and if | listen to
the explanation | miss out on written notes to help me with homework. Could you work out
examples on paper under the camera, then scan and post them? More work for you, |
know. Sometimes when a new topic is introduced you describe it but we have no context in
which to process it, then you proceed to give details; only after we have the details can we
begin to understand the context, but by then we've forgotten how you introduced the topic.
I'm left wondering "What was this new thing used for?" Maybe (1) intro, (2) explain, (3)
review intro again

[l) I do wish that homework although important wasn't such a high percentage of the grade.

[t; | had two big problems with this class. First, the book uses different syntax in several

areas which we covered some in class, but not enough to really be comfortable with it.
There were also cases where the book didn't teach what we learned in class or taught it a
different way. Looking at the grades | think a lot of people struggled with the homework and
| believe it was because of the differences between lectures in class and what was in the
book. They either shouldn't use the book in this class or use one that is closer to what goes
on in class. My second problem was that there were so many times where we learned
something in class and the teacher came back and said it was incorrect and he updated the
slides, or he found the mistake in class and tried to go over it again. The problem was that
by learning it the wrong way first, it made it that much harder to learn the correct thing. It
happened enough that | think it had a big impact on what we got out of the class.

[t; | won't recommend using this book again. Prob. one of the worst books | have ever
read.

[l) Let a smaller percentage of the grade to be determined by homework.
[t; None.
[l; Nothing, the instructor is one of the best I've ever had.

[t; Somehow slow down the amount of material covered a little so that the harder to
understand concepts have more time to go over with more example while the easier
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concepts take relatively little time.

[t; Tests are Friday through Monday. | think it would be more convenient if he started it one
day earlier on Thursday. A lot of students may not be on campus Friday/Saturday so this
would make it possible to take the test when you are already at school without it being a fee
day.

[t; The material could be overwhelmingly abstract at times.

[t; The work load is very heavy

[t; Time management and flow. Sometimes key material is presented mechanically or a

section of the lecture is rushed to completion. This retards student comprehension of the
material. The homework assignments lack parity with exams. The book seems a poor fit to
the instructor's presentation of the course material.

rt; We covered specific subject matter and at times the assignments in the book seemed to

not correlate with what we talked about in class. So | was left trying to figure out about
something | felt we did not cover.

rt; go over all of the homework questions, so you know what you are doing wrong
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